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Things That Are Important or Something 

• How to read an article. 

• How not to write a bad essay. 

• Specific advice for the midterm. 
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How to Read an Article 

1. Read the title. 

2. Read the abstract. 

3. Read the intro. 

4. Read the conclusion. 

5. Read everything else. 
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How Not to Write a Bad Essay 

1. ATQ/ATFQ 

2. Put your thesis in the top half of the first 
page. 

3. Be direct. Don’t hide your answer. Don’t 
make it hard for us to find your answer. 

4. Use paragraphs. 

5. Cite the readings. 
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Fun Facts about Theses 

• A thesis ATQ/ATFQ. 

– Tell me something I couldn’t find out from 
reading the question. 

• Examples of anti-theses: 

– Bates and Latin both offered good explanations 
why the number of civil wars in Africa increased 
after the end of the Cold War. 

– A researcher could find evidence from the Libyan 
Civil War whether greed or grievance caused the 
conflict. 
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Be Direct 

• Don’t write sentences that don’t ATQ/ATFQ. 

• Unhelpful sentences: 

– Civil wars are important to study because people 
die, and people dying is a bad thing. 

– The Cold War was a conflict between the United 
States and the Soviet Union, the two world 
superpowers in the late 20th Century. 

– Bates is a professor with an awesome hat. 
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The purpose of this slide is to explain why you should use paragraphs. 
Note that there are no run on sentences in this paragraph. I am only 
using short sentences. Each sentence has a straightforward meaning. 
Yet you will probably have a hard time finishing this paragraph. Are you 
still with me? Good. I hope you are having a wonderful day. I am so far. 
I enjoy teaching. I also enjoy corrupting the youth with my teaching. I 
guess I should not have typed that last sentence. Oh well. 
Anyway…where was I? Oh yes—the usefulness of paragraphs. While 
they are necessary organize your thoughts, they also have a more 
practical purpose. If you stopped reading this paragraph after the third 
sentence, you probably stopped reading this slide in general. That is 
normal. When a reader gets bored of a paragraph (or is skimming your 
paper), he skips to the next one. If the next paragraph is two pages 
away, your reader will miss a lot of information. Fortunately, I am A 
Good Teaching Assistant™, so I would not get bored or skim your 
material. But I heard you have an evil TA for psychology. So, to practice 
appeasing him, you might as well adopt this strategy in Introduction to 
International Relations as well. 
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Specific Midterm Advice 

• It’s probably not useful to practice writing 
out full answers. 

– You aren’t going to remember everything. 

– Outline the five essays. 

– Memorize your theses. 

• Aim for 500-625 words. 

– KISS. 

– Don’t try to win a Nobel Prize. 



Specific Midterm Advice 

• Theory testing 

– Suppose we are trying to decide whether theory 
X or theory Y is at work. 

– Is it sufficient to provide evidence Z, which 
supports theory X? 
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• Theory testing 

– Suppose we are trying to decide whether theory 
X or theory Y is at work. 

– Is it sufficient to provide evidence Z, which 
supports theory X? 

• No. We are testing theory X against theory Y. 

• So, if evidence Z actually helps us differentiate 
between the two, it must support X AND not support 
Y.  

• You need to show both as you present evidence Z. 
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