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• Author finds strong support for a supply-side 
approach to nuclear proliferation 

• States that are better able to produce nuclear 
weapons, due to either international assistance or 
domestic capacity, are more likely to do so 

• Sensitive nuclear transfers are an important 
determinant of nuclear proliferation

Why do Nuclear Weapons Spread?



-States that receive sensitive nuclear assistance can 
better overcome the common obstacles that states 
encounter as they attempt to develop a nuclear-
weapons arsenal

-States that are better able to produce nuclear 
weapons, due to either international assistance of 
domestic capacity, are more likely to do so. 

-Taken together, these findings provide strong support 
for the supply-side approach to understanding the 
causes of nuclear proliferation

Kroenig’s Argument



• Technological and strategic advantages to 
importing nuclear materials and technology from 
more advanced nuclear states 

• Demand-side Approach vs Supply-side Approach 

• Demand: a state’s willingness to proliferate 

• Supply: a state’s opportunity to proliferate 

• Opportunity can lead to willingness

Explaining Nuclear Proliferation



• Kroenig argues that the spread of nuclear weapons 
is more threatening to relatively powerful states 
than it is to relatively weaker states 

1. The more powerful a state is relative to a potential nuclear 
recipient, the less likely it is to provide sensitive nuclear assistance
2. States are more likely to provide nuclear assistance to states with 
which they share a common enemy
3. States that are less vulnerable to superpower pressure are more 
likely to provide sensitive nuclear assistance

Causes of International Nuclear Assistance



• A state’s ability to produce nuclear weapons often hinges 
on the availability of external assistance from a more 
advanced nuclear state 

- There is a massive amount of trial-and-error that goes 
 into the development of a nuclear program 

- Building a program from scratch is also ludicrously  
 expensive 

- With a guaranteed design in hand, scientists and   
 technicians can leapfrog technical design stages and 
 focus their effort on replicating a model that has proven 
 effective elsewhere. 

Importing the Bomb





• The article sought to explain why states acquire 
nuclear weapons 

• The receipt of sensitive nuclear assistance helps 
potential nuclear proliferators overcome the common 
obstacles that states encounter as they attempt to 
develop a nuclear arsenal. 

• By importing the bomb, states can leapfrog technical 
design stages, benefit from tacit knowledge in more 
advanced scientific communities, economize on the 
cost of nuclear weapons development, and avoid 
international scrutiny 

Conclusion


